PITCAIRN 
ISLANDS 


The Pitcairn Islands, located in the South Pacific Ocean, is a British colony 
under the British High Commissioner in New Zealand. It includes the 
uninhabited islands of Ducie, Henderson and Oeno. The postal affairs are 
administered by New Zealand. 
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HMS Seringapatam : A 46-gunner, under The "Pitcairn: A Missionary schooner built by 
ommand of Captain W Waldegrave, she the Seventh-Day Adventist Society, and 

armed the first-ever letter trom Pitcairn island mched in 1890 at Benito, California For ten 
The letter dated 17 March 1830, was the Captains years shi onveyed mails between Pitcaim 
own account of his visit to the Island Island and San Francisco 


RMS Athenic': A steamer of 12,434 tons, built SS “Gothic: Built in 1948, she subsequently 
in 1901. owned by the White Star Line and Shaw served as the Royal Yacht during the Queen's 
Savill, and for 27 years she operated in the Commonwealth tour in 1954. Later she and her 
latter's New Zealand service. before serving as sister ship the ‘Ceramic. also of the Shaw Savill 
a whaling-ship up to 1962. Line, were regular callers at Pitcaim until 1969 
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shore and athoed (t ot eyerything useful l 23 January she was fired. BOUNTY burned to 1 
D 
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Pitcairn Islands Space Issue 


This stamp issue commemorates the joint venture between the 
Governments of Great Britain and the United States of America 
in the mid 1960’s. This top secret mission was to investigate 
the feasibility of building an airstrip on Henderson Island, part 
of the Pitcairn group in the South East Pacific. 


Henderson was identified as a potential base to facilitate 
‘Polar Orbit’ satellite recovery from the California launch site of 
Vandenberg Air Force Base. 


This mission was conducted in 1966, and consisted of the 
uninhabited Henderson Island being surveyed by personnel of 
the United States Air Force with assistance from the satellite 
recovery vessel USNS Sunnyvale. The plan was submitted 
recommending the airstrip proceed but failed to gain support at 
higher levels and the project was abandoned. 


In 1988 Henderson Island was declared a World Heritage 
Site. Today it is visited by just a few small cruise vessels and 
yachts and the Pitcairners still visit occasionally to collect Miro 
wood to carve as souvenirs for tourists. 
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Thank you for taking a “tour” of the 
< Pitcairn Islands 

7 with us. These album pages have 
5 been prepared with items from 

S the APS Reference Collection. 


If you have duplicate stamps in your 
collection, please consider donating 
them to the APS Reference Collection 
to help us create future album pages. 
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